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Drawing Near To God

James 4:1-10
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—Review Of James
¢ Dealing with Temptations
“Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you
encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of
your faith produces endurance. And let endurance

have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.” (James 1:2-4)

® Receive the Word with Humility

“Therefore, putting aside all filthiness and all that
remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word
implanted, which is able to save your souls.” (James 1:21)

—Review Of James
e Fulfilling the Royal Law

“If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the
Scripture, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF,’)/OU
are doing well. But if you show partiality, you are committing
sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever
keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has
become guilty of all. For He who said, ‘DO NOT COMMIT
ADULTERY, also said, ‘DO NOT COMMIT MURDER.” Now if you do
not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become
a transgressor of the law. So speak and so act as those who are
to be judged by the law of liberty. For judgment will
be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs
over judgment.” (James 2:8-13)
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—Review Of James
e Faith and Works

“What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works?
Can that faith save him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of
daily food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and
yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that? Even so
faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. But someone may well say, ‘You
have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show
you my faith by my works.’ You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also
believe, and shudder. But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith
without works is useless? Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he
offered up Isaac his son on the altar? You see that faith was working with his works,
and as a result of the works, faith was perfected; and the Scripture was fulfilled
which says, And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as
righteousness,’and he was called the friend of God. You see that a man is justified
by works and not by faith alone. In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also
justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another
way? For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is
dead.” (James 2:14-26)

—Review Of James
¢ Taming The Tongue
“For we all stumble in many ways. If anyone does not stumble in what he
says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well. Now if we
put the bits into the horses’ mouths so that they will obey us, we direct
their entire body as well. Look at the ships also, though they are so great
and are driven by strong winds, are still directed by a very small rudder
wherever the inclination of the pilot desires. So also the tongue is a small
part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things. See how great a forest is
set aflame by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, the very world of
iniquity; the tongue is set among our members as that which defiles the
entire body, and sets on fire the course of our life, and is set on fire by hell.
For every species of beasts and birds, of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is
tamed and has been tamed by the human race. But no one can tame the
tongue; it is a restless evil and full of deadly poison. With it we bless our
Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the
likeness of God; from the same mouth come both blessing and cursing. My
brethren, these things ought not to be this way.” (James 3:2-10)
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—Review Of James
¢ Heavenly Wisdom versus Earthly Wisdom

“Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by
his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom. But if
you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do
not be arrogant and so lie against the truth. This wisdom is
not that which comes down from above, but is earthly,
natural, demonic. For where jealousy and selfish ambition
exist, there is disorder and every evil thing. But the wisdom
from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable,
full of mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.
And the seed whose fruit is righteousness is sown in peace by
those who make peace.” (James 3:13-18)
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—Review Of James

® Draw Near to God

“What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your
members? You lust and do not have; so you commit murder.
You are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel.
You do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may
spend it on your pleasures. You adulteresses, do you not know
that friendship with the world is hostility toward God?
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes

"’Ifa/wmg Near To God

Worldliness Separates. James 4:1-4

e Worldliness - “interest in, concern with, or devotion to
things of this world especially as opposed to a future
stage of existence (as after death).” (Webster)

e Source of “Quarrels and Conflicts.”

“But the things that proceed out of the mouth come from
the heart, and those defile the man. For out of the heart

4 r come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
himself an enemy of God.” (James 4:1-4) thefts, false witness, slanders. These are the things which
defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not

defile the man.” (Matthew 15:18-20)
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Drawing Near To God
Worldliness Separates. James 4:1-4
e Source of “murder and envy”:

" Drawing Near To God

Worldliness Separates. James 4:1-4

e Source of “Lusts, pleasures”
“Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you

know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.”
(1John 3:15)

“But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his
brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says
to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,” shall be guilty
before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’
shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.”
(Matthew 5:22)

“The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones
who have heard, and as they go on their way they are
choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life,
and bring no fruit to maturity.” (Luke 8:14)

“Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh
and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is
not from the Father, but is from the world.”

(1 John 2:15-16)
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Drawing Near To God

Worldliness Separates. James 4:1-4

o Source of “selfish motives”:

~Drawing Near To God
Spiritual Adultery. James 4:4-6

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives,
and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be
opened. Or what man is there among you who, when his son
asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?” (Matthew 7:7-9)
“And Jesus answered and said to them, 'Truly I say to you, if
you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what
was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain,
“Be taken up and cast into the sea,” it will happen. And all
things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”
(Matthew 21:21-22)

“You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship
with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore
whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes

himself an enemy of God. Or do you think that the
Scripture speaks to no purpose: ‘He jealously
desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in
us’? But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says,
‘GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE
HUMBLE.” (James 4:4-6)
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Spiritual Adultery. James 4:4-6

e Love for God compromised.

¢ In the Old Testament, God’s people are pictured
as His wife.

“For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is
the LORD of hosts; and your Redeemer is the Holy One of
Israel, Who is called the God of all the earth.”

(Isaiah 54:5)

(cf. Jeremiah 3:24; cf. Hosea 2:2-7; 3:1-5; 9:1)

“Drawing Near To God

Spiritual Adultery. James 4:4-6

e Love for God compromised.

¢ In the New Testament, the church is the Bride of
Christ.

“Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is
the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the
body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the
wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. Husbands,
love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himselfup for her ..” (Ephesians 5:22-25)
“This mystery is great; but I am speaking with reference to
Christ and the church.” (Ephesians 5:32) "
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Spiritual Adultery. James 4:4-6
e God commands faithfulness to Christ.

“Or do you not know, brethren (for I am speaking to those who
know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over a person as
long as he lives? For the married woman is bound by law to
her husband while he is living; but if her husband dies, she is
released from the law concerning the husband. So then, if while
her husband is living she is joined to another man, she shall be
called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from the
law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to
another man. Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die
to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might be
joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order
that we might bear fruit for God.” (Romans 7:1-4)
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Spiritual Adultery. James 4:4-6
¢ God commands faithfulness to Christ.
¢ Betrothed (Espoused) to one Husband.
“For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for
I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I
might present you as a pure virgin. But I am afraid
that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness,
your minds will be led astray from the simplicity and
purity of devotion to Christ.” (2 Corinthians 11:2-3)
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Drawing Near To God
Spiritual Adultery. James 4:4-6
¢ Friendship with the world makes one an enemy of
God.
“Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep
seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the
right hand of God. Set your mind on the things above, not
on the things that are on earth. For you have died and
your life is hidden with Christ in God.”
(Colossians 3:1-3)

(cf. Matthew 19:16-22; Matthew 6:2, 5, 16, 19-21)
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“Drawing Near To God

“Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: ‘He
jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in
us””? (James 4:5 NASB1995)
“Or think ye that the scripture speaketh in vain? Doth the
spirit which he made to dwell in us long unto envying?”
(James 4:5 ASV)
“Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, ‘The Spirit
who dwells in us yearns jealously?”” (James 4:5 NKJV)
"Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says,
‘He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to
dwell in us?™ (James 4:5 ESV)

Not a specific scriptural reference, but a general scriptural theme.
18
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Drawing Near To God
Spiritual Adultery. Moses warned God’s people:
“Watch yourself that you make no covenant with the
inhabitants of the land into which you are going, or it will
become a snare in your midst. But rather, you are to tear
down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and cut
down their Asherim - for you shall not worship any other
god, for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God -
otherwise you might make a covenant with the inhabitants
of the land and they would play the harlot with their gods
and sacrifice to their gods, and someone might invite you to
eat of his sacrifice, and you might take some of his
daughters for your sons, and his daughters might play the
harlot with their gods and cause your sons also to play the
harlot with their gods.” (Exodus 34:12-16)
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“Drawing Near To God

Spiritual Adultery.

Note: God created the human spirit for fellowship with Him
and He yearns for the loyalty and devotion of that spirit
which He placed within us.

“God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and

multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the

fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:28)

“God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth.” (John 4:24)

(cf. Jeremiah 3:11-14; Hosea 2:19ff)
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Submitting Brings Blessings. James 4:6-10

“But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, ‘GOD IS
OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.
Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee
from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded. Be miserable and mourn and
weep; let your laughter be turned into mourning and
your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the presence of
the Lord, and He will exalt you.”
(James 4:6-10)

2
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Submitting Brings Blessings. James 4:6-10
® God “gives” grace.

¢ God “gives” - Present tense. Initial forgiveness.

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) ...” (Ephesians 2:4-5)
“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our
introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in
hope of the glory of God. And not only this, but we also exult in our
tribulations, knowing that tribulation brings about perseverance; and
perseverance, proven character; and proven character, hope; and hope does
not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”

(Romans 5:1-5)
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Drawing Near To God

Submitting Brings Blessings. James 4:6-10

® God “gives” grace.

“The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin
increased, grace abounded all the more, so that, as sin reigned in death,
even so grace would reign through righteousness to eternal life through

Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 5:20-21)

® We live by His grace.

“Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do
not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but
One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without
sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, so
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”
(Hebrews 4:14-16)
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Drawing Near To God
Submitting Brings Blessings. James 4:6-10

¢ God “gives” GRACE “To The Humble.”

e Calls for decisive action:

¢ “Be Subject” to God - Yield to His will.

“Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after
Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow
Me.” (Matthew 16:24)

+ “Resist the Devil” - Do not yield, stand firm.
“Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil,
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to
devour. But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same

experiences of suffering are being accomplished by your brethren
who are in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
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“Drawing Near To God “Drawing Near To God

Submitting Brings Blessings. James 4:6-10

Submitting Brings Blessings. James 4:6-10

* God “gives” GRACE “To The Humble.” * God “gives” GRACE “To The Humble.”
¢ “Draw near to God” - Full assurance of faith. * Calls for decisive action:
“.. let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of * “Cleanse your hands” - by repentance.
faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil “I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all
conscience and our boFlies washed with pure water. L.et us likewise perish.” (Luke 13:3)
hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, « . P .
for He who promised is faithful; and let us consider how to If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to

stimulate one another to love and good deeds, not forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of

unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned,
some, but encouraging one another; and all the more as we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.”
you see the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:22-25) (1 John 1:9-10)

26

_— - | — -
Drawing Near To God Drawing Near To God
Submitting Brings Blessings. James 4:6-10
¢ God “gives” GRACE “To The Humble.”
e Calls for decisive action:

Submitting Brings Blessings. James 4:6-10
¢ God “gives” GRACE “To The Humble.”

e (Calls for decisive action:

e “Purify your hearts” - obey the truth ¢ “Be afflicted, mourn, weep” - Godly sorrow for your sins.
“Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for Blessed are those who ﬁour}rz, for fhey shall be comforted.
a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another (Matthew 5:4)

from the heart, for you have been born again not of seed which “For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces
is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of
enduring word of God.” (1 Peter 1:22-23) the world produces death. For behold what earnestness this very
thing, this godly sorrow, has produced in you: what vindication of
yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal,
what avenging of wrong! In everything you demonstrated
Y yourselves to be innocent in the matter.” (2 Corinthians 7:10-11)
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Drawing Near To God Drawing Near To God
Submitting Brings Blessings. James 4:6-10
® God “gives” GRACE “To The Humble.”
e Calls for decisive action:

e Azariah told Asa, “.. the Lord is with you when you are
with Him. And if you seek Him, He will let you find
Him; but if you forsake Him, He will forsake you.”

* “Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord.” . h (é C(‘ihr(;mdejllizl) Me and find M
“You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all ]ererxzaenqléztszargh}m ?\;Ilev::itlieael; toZeJrT” €
of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, y (Jeremiah 29:13) Y )
for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE . ‘ ) ‘
HUMBLE. Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand S?ek the. Lord while He may be found; Cf’” upon Him
of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all Whl.le He is near. Let the wicked forsake h’s way and the
your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.” unrighteous man his thoughts; A.nd let hlm return to the
(1 Peter 5:5-7) Lord, and He will have compassion on him, and to our

God, for He will abundantly pardon.” (Isaiah 55:6-7)

30

Randy Childs



3/3/2024 am

/:-’/"::""” — / :
- How To Obey the Gospel

Hear the word of God (2 Thessalonians 2:14-15; James 1:21)

Believe the gospel message (Hebrews 11:6; John 8:24)

Repent of sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30-31)

Confess Jesus Christ (Romans 10:10; Matthew 10:32-33)

Be Baptized (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Galatians 3:26-27; Romans 6:3-4)

Remain Obedient (Matthew 7:21; Revelation 2:10; Hebrews 3:12)
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